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Our Mission is to provide benevolent relief to children experiencing hardship. 
AKC gives monetary grants, allowing children to participate in cultural, 
artistic, musical, sporting and educational activities; enhancing a child’s 
wellbeing through inclusion.

Our Vision is the belief that opportunities are important for every child and 
that they demonstrate benefits in both learning and social skills. AKC believes 
that every childhood should be supported, and include diverse and 
rewarding experiences. AKC maintains close networks with social and 
community workers, schools and child advocacy groups to understand and 
meet real needs creatively.

We Value hope. We respect children, their supporters and families. AKC 
supports children to participate in their chosen activities and is passionate 
about enhancing the wellbeing of children through inclusion. AKC believes 
that participation in positive activities is paramount to wellbeing and 
encourages children and organisations to pursue new activities. AKC is 
generous and wants to lift the spirits of children experiencing hardship.

Our Motivation and Purpose  is to provide children with funds, so they may 
participate in cultural, artistic, musical and sporting activities. We know that 
for children experiencing disadvantage, these opportunities are often out of 
reach without the support of AKC. AKC believes participation in these 
activities can have far-reaching and life-long benefits to the children 
themselves, their families and the wider community. For 25 years, AKC has 
been granting monies, so that children can participate. AKC has always been 
and remains non-bureaucratic, with a quick and efficient grant 
administration process. Annual Report 2019         p3
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Board Meetings

Our People 

The Board: 
Daniel Crennan (Chairman)
Kylie Greer
Fiona Larwill
Lena Glass (Secretary)

The Committee:
Anne Algar – Mick Bell – Laura Crennan - Lena Glass – Kylie Greer 
Charlotte Hewitson – Ruth Krawat – Fiona Larwill – Ché McMahon  
Lewis Miller – Shivani Pillai – David H. Thomas – Tom Ward – Ros Winkler

Ambassadors:
Michala Banas, Brian Nankervis, Cindy Sargon, Toby Truslove 
and Brandon Ware
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Statement from the Executive Officer 

Financial Year 2018-2019 was huge for us. We funded $106,000 to children and children’s 
projects and celebrated our 25th year with a hugely successful Art Auction and an 
amazing fundraising dinner. We also trialled the Arts Bus initiative, whilst maintaining a 
steady and balanced Committee and Board.

We are a small organization, but the impact we have on the children and families we 
support is remarkable and sometimes life-changing. Our bespoke strategy for 
distributing the funds is unique and highly valued by those families and organisations 
that engage our grant-giving assistance.

I would like to truly commend our Artists for Kids Culture Committee. They are a 
committed group, and the stability within the committee over the last five years is a 
testament to the great feeling Artists for Kids Culture holds in the community. The 
Committee is fundamental to our work. Once a month, we get together to decide what 
applications will be funded. It is with extreme care and deliberation that we determine 
which children, young people and projects fit within our funding guidelines and what 
we believe our stakeholders expect or would approve of us funding. I would also like to 
mention Ruth Krawat for her incredible minute taking at the meetings.

Kylie Greer - Executive Officer 
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Treasurer’s Report
It seems fitting that today is “Giving Tuesday” - a growing global movement of recognition and 
appreciation for the good work done in the not-for-profit sector and the culture of giving back.
 
AKC can take inspiration from this. We are a part of this family of individuals and organisations who care 
deeply about humanity and re-balancing the inequitable distribution of wealth and access to resources 
and opportunity. 
 
Our own family is growing and our operations are becoming increasingly professional – exemplified in 
our: lovely Ambassadors, loyal supporters, donors and now granting bodies believing in and supporting 
our Mission. It seems that AKC is ready to take the next step and impact many more lives, and be even 
better known in the community as efficient, reliable and approachable.
 
Apart from being best practice, our Governance is also a framework to support our growing activities, by 
providing protections, guidelines and surety to the AKC family. Kylie and I continue to review and update 
our operational procedures and Policies on Privacy, Child Safety, Code of Conduct and Complaints. We 
ensure we hold the mandatory certifications, registrations and licenses. We have also broadened our 
insurance to include Directors and Officers Liability and Volunteers cover. To keep abreast of new 
requirements in an ever-changing and complex regulatory environment (with due respect to our 
Chairman (smile), I am fortunate to access invaluable information and advice including regular contact 
with ASIC, ACNC, ATO, CAV and Justice Connect. We have also established friendly working relationships 
with Insurance Brokers, ANZ, Bendigo Bank and our "web guy" Joel, to name a few. 

As always, I wish to express my gratitude to the Board for their support and encouragement, to Ruth 
Krawat for her magical minute-taking and enthusiasm, and to the Committee for their energy, skills and 
commitment.                
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Treasurer’s report
In summary our financials looked like the following:
For Financial Year 2019 our Net Assets were $52,031.56 of which $48,323.16 was 
Cash at Bank.

Donations reached $10,869.70, including local government and community grants.
 
At the 25thAuction on 25th October 2018 we raised $150,615 from Art Sales for a 
total  yearly INCOME of $190,042.12.
 
The Inaugural VIP Dinner in March raised $2,214.57 and forged connections with new 
supporters. Merchandise is also becoming a significant revenue source with sales of 
$3,713. We plan to continue and expand on both these activities this FY20.
 
We made a GROSS PROFIT of $136,584.43 compared to $117,516.50 the previous year. Less 
our regular expenses our Operating Profit was $103,078.16 compared to $101,036.49. 
 
Our NET PROFIT for the year was a debit of $13,698.31, which again is better than last 
year – as it reflects that we provided more funding: we disbursed GRANTS of $96,702.75, 
and started to provide our own programs to the value of $9,863.29 being: Silk printing 
workshops and the Arts Bus program: a total of $106,565.

Lena Glass  - Treasurer
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Profit and Loss
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BAlance Sheet
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FY 2019

*GRANTS
*Projects 
*ARTS BUS



120 grants to 
individual
children

8 group 
Projects

supporting 
120+ children 

ARTS BUS 
Project  Trialed

reaching a 
further 

200+ children 

$106,000
 In Grants given

 

Annual Report 2019  p11



ARTS BUS 
Project  
Trialed

Reaching a 
further 

200+ 
children $106,000

Funds given
 

Group Project Support

* Venus Dance Company     $5000
* St Martin’s THEATRE @ Stonnington     $5000
* Children’s Ground - Cultural Classes     $5000
* Venny Playground - Community sport     $3070
* Karate Program @ Stonnington     $5000
* Hip Hop @ Goonawarra Youth group     $2000
* Cultural classes @ Nemulark School (NT)  $2000
* North Tas. Kids - Art Camp     $2000

Venus Dance Company Production of 
“Alice in Venus” - $5000 funding

Venus Dance Company works with children from South 
Gippsland. Our funding enabled 50 children to participate in a 
theatre production that also used film and photography to. We 
were enormously proud to see this production come to fruition.  

Children in regional areas need to overcome huge barriers, 
including distance from creative activities, and our 

contribution was put to great purpose.  FULL REPORT FROM VENUS
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/zv0mki9buqppkuy/Alice%20in%20Venus.pdf?dl=0
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ARTS BUS 
Project  
Trialed

Reaching a 
further 

200+ 
children 

“There were beautiful monologues, profound and sometimes 
funny interviews about the heroes within, as well as wild dances 
and scenes about robbing banks. The kids transformed into 
heroes in a telephone box as their names were announced. 

There were massive wins for the children involved - about half 
the group were performing at a professional theatre venue for 
the first time. All but two children had a parent or family 
member there to see them perform. Even the kids who were 
desperately shy and disengaged throughout the term 
managed to get up and say some words on the microphone. 
The big, beaming smiles post-show were unmissable. “  
Harriet Devlin, St Martins Youth Theatre
 

Group
Project Support

St Martin’s Youth Theatre & Stonnington Hub
Funding weekly classes and performance

$5000 funding

Supporting this project for the last three years is a great 
pleasure for us. This year’s production was a self-written 
work, “Hero’s Live Here” - performed at Chapel off Chapel, 
June 2019.

Our funding paid for the theatre hire, costumes, lighting 
and sound, as well as extra staff for the production of the 
performances.
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ARTS BUS 
Project  
Trialed

Reaching a 
further 

200+ 
children 

$106,0

Group
Project Support

Children’s Ground
Cultural Classes - $5000 funding

Children’s Ground is an organisation led by Aboriginal 
communities, creating a new future for children. We 
provided funding to employ a Creative and Cultural Arts 
Co-ordinator to extend and add value to learning 
through creative arts and imaginative play experiences. 
This enabled Children’s Ground to integrate creative arts 
into the bush classroom environment as a 
valuable extra-curricular activity.

 

“The advantages were that children had the opportunity to learn on 
their Country, in their language and in a culturally-appropriate 
manner. Moreover, project activities allowed children to explore their 
creativity and grow in their cultural expression. Families engaged in 
their children’s learning, a feature pivotal to First Nations learning 
systems, and had the chance to celebrate their culture with the next 
generation. The response from the children during this project was 
overwhelmingly positive. They enjoyed learning numbers through art 
and creativity and hope to react a similar project in the future.”            
Emily HIll, Children’s Ground
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ARTS BUS 
Project  
Trialed

Reaching a 
further 

200+ 
children 

$106,0

Group
Project Support Venny Playground

Community Sport - $3070 

The Venny Playground in Kensington is a hub for kids who 
live in the nearby Public Housing Estate. The Venny signed 
up 12 kids to join local community -evel sport activities: 
netball, soccer and football. We paid for club fees and 
sports uniforms for 12 children. 

 

Karate Program - Stonnington
Weekly Class over 40 Weeks - $5000

Support for this Karate program has been ongoing for the past 
six years. The classes are run on-site in the community room at 
a Prahran Housing Estate. The issue of travel is completely 
negated due to the teachers coming onsite.

Tahlia 8: "I love Martial Arts and I love that we get to do it for 
free. Sensei Pete and Sensei Jo are very tough, but I love how 
they teach us about school and other things as well as Karate."

Emma : "I like Martial Arts because I now know how to protect 
myself and my brother through self-defence. I learn what to do 
when I'm outside, like how to do good things wherever you go. 
That's why I come to Karate".
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ARTS BUS 
Project  
Trialed

Reaching a 
further 

200+ 
children 

$106,0

Group
Project Support

Hip Hop Songwriting
Goonawarra Youth Group - $2000

‘It's a RAP’ at the Goonawarra Community 
Centre  is a project specifically designed 
as a drop-in group for at-risk boys aged 
8-10.

“The boys, especially the hard to engage 
boys, were transformed from being shy 
and cautious in terms of socialising with 
other boys to coming together, laughing 
and having great fun producing their 
own songs. A few of the more confident 
boys became mentors to the boys that 
found it difficult at first, and this was 
amazing to see.”

Cultural Classes 
 Nemarluk School (NT)- $2000

Nemarluk School is in the Northern Territory 
and is for children who require specialised 
and individualised educational programs. 

80% of the children attending the school are 
of Indigenous heritage.

 
“This funding provided the students exposure 

to a variety of Indigenous and cultural 
experiences, including learning traditional 

dance, bead making workshops and 
didgeridoo and cultural excursions in Darwin. 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students with 

special needs were given the opportunity to 
engage in Indigenous heritage experiences.”

Art Experiences Camp 
 North Tasmania - $2000

We supported 10 youths from Smithton 
in Northern Tasmania to participate in 
ArtSposure - a 3 night trip to Hobart 
to explore the galleries and other art 

experiences.

“The trip was fantastic, thank you and 
thank you again for your support.”

Instagram Images

THE RAP
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https://www.instagram.com/p/B0N30AKBRp9/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5kfvp42roamutay/Goonawarra%20Rap%20Mp3%20File.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5kfvp42roamutay/Goonawarra%20Rap%20Mp3%20File.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5kfvp42roamutay/Goonawarra%20Rap%20Mp3%20File.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5kfvp42roamutay/Goonawarra%20Rap%20Mp3%20File.mp3?dl=0


ARTS BUS

      
         

Statistics
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The Arts Bus emerged as an idea for AKC 
to create its own program that is mobile 
and can reach out to kids who need our 
support.

A $5000 grant from the Palais Theatre 
Community Fund in 2018 enabled us to 
trial the bus in the City of Port Phillip and 
enabled us to employ experienced
Program Manager, Lucy Butler. 

Arts Bus

Annual Report 2019   p18
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ARTS BUS

ARTS BUS Trial 2018-2019
 
We developed a program that brought positive fun 
experiences to young people with complex lives. A team of 
skilled passionate volunteers dedicated their personal 
time to build professional arts programs that were 
informed by best practice principles. The team was strong, 
creative, and approachable. In one week we worked with 
254 children and young people; we changed young 
people’s perspectives on art.; and we helped young people 
explore themselves in new ways. 

It’s about bringing quality ARTS programs to young people. 
Many young people and children with complex lives find it 
hard to get to programs due to transport, responsibilities 
and economics. The Arts Bus comes to them. It’s about 
providing a best practice creative service for free, and 
about letting young people and children explore, create 
and grow. 

Comments / Feedback

“I loved not having a whole load of people and having a space to 
yourself to paint.” 

“They let us explore with the paint, you can’t do anything wrong.”

‘”I painted a sunset and it made me feel so happy.”

“I found out art is messy”     “ you can’t do anything wrong”

“I’ve done two paintings and my wrists are sore.”

“Snd now art is one of my favourite things to do.”

“This art bus is just the best idea.”

“Yay, the art bus is here”      “ I now really love art.”   

‘I like art now. It made me feel proud of myself to try something 
new.”    

“I like that you didn’t tell us what to paint. You let us paint anything.”

“It’s amazing having the guided, but also unstructured art activities. It is giving kids 
what they need, as it does not always need to be too guided. It is empowering for 
these kids to make their own choices.”

“These kids have a lot of issues and things going on for them, and this is empowering. 
It helps them make choices and have experiences they don’t normally have.”

“Even the kids not normally into art are into it today.”

“At the end of the program kids were coming into the bus and enjoying being inside 
the bus. The group also helped to pack it up. Parents and carers were taking photos 
of their kids in front of the bus. Children were able to take their art work home in 
paper bags and were all proud of their work. The energy was positive and a lovey 
buzz had been created.”

Annual Report 2019    p19
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ARTS BUS

ARTS BUS Trial 2018-2019

We concluded that the Arts Bus 
idea was of great value to 
children and the wider 
community, and we will seriously 
pursue avenues for support that 
will allow us to buy a bus and 
employ a part-time Program 
Manager.
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Each year we dedicate a 
really special Sunday to 
catching up with our 
Artists for Kids 
recipients: joining us at 
our headquarters: 
Brightspace (gallery) to 
show and tell us what 
they have been up to.  

We also have great fun 
making new works, with 
our artists around to 
join in also.

KIDS DAY
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On 25th October 2018, we 
held our annual Art Auction 
and it was a HUGE success, 
raising over $150,000. 

The Auction is a massive 
undertaking by the 
Committee, volunteers, 
sponsors and of course the 
artists, who for 25 years 
have given generously to 
Artists for Kids Culture.  

2018 AUCTION
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On 23rd March 2019, to 
celebrate our 25th year, 
we held our Inaugural 
Fundraising Dinner at 
Brightspace. Thank you to 
our amazing sponsors, 
Committee, volunteers, 
musicians and 
Ambassadors.

70 guests enjoyed our 
special guest speaker, the 
highly entertaining Adam 
Elliot, and we were 
nourished by the incredible 
food of Yagiz - 
award-winning chef Murat 
Ovaz proving his skills in 
our small kitchen.  

2019 Dinner



ARTS BUS

      
         

Thanks 
Sponsors
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Thanks 
To all of our very 

Important sponsors

We would like to thank all of our Sponsors. We appreciate 
your participation for practical reasons, and it enables
moral purpose and encouragement for our aims.



www.akc.org.au
Email: hello@akc.org.au

Phone: 0423 225 182
8 Martin Street

St Kilda, Vic 3182

PO Box 1250, 
St Kilda South, Vic 3182

AKC is endorsed by the
ATO as a

Deductible Gift Recipient


